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Topic: Using Technology to encourage students’ learning of history.
History teachers have often struggled to make their lessons exciting and engaging for their students. This has often occurred because of the resources and teaching strategies that teachers have used. Text books have been a major resource in the past, where the students are asked to read the books and then write essays or timelines on the information they have read about. As technology has evolved there have been more and more resources that teachers can now use to encourage their students’ learning.  The research listed below indicates the relevance and impact technology has had in teaching history. 

Movie – buckinghamshirecc
Teaching History using Virtual Classrooms in Buckinghamshire (buckinghamshirecc, 2011) is a you tube video discussing the use of a virtual class room. In the video the teacher speaks about how this virtual classroom has engaged her students through interaction with peers, and how the use of the real documents makes them interpret history differently. 

Movie – tvoparents
History comes Alive: Inside Bryce Honsinger’s classroom(tvoparents, 2011) is another you tube video that stars a history teacher, Bryce Honsinger. In the video he discusses how he engages his students’ interest in learning history by using his own family history. The video also captures the students using a variety of technology resources such as an interactive whiteboard, ipads, laptops, and computers. They use these technology tools to investigate their teacher’s history even more and discover many interesting facts about the past.  

Website - Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media
The website speaks about a tool that allows the students to create their own digital story pop-up book. “History students should think about the historical significance of their topic and how digital storytelling through ZooBurst can enhance learning for viewers.’’ (Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media, 2010 - 2012) An example of a zooburst pop up book can be found on this link.

Journal Article - Shieh 
The journal article discusses TEAL (Technology-Enabled Active Learning) “ which features media-rich software for simulation and visualization to facilitate students’ learning”(Ruey S. Shieh, 2012). Shieh (2012) comments that students that have been exposed to interactive engagement methods, achieved a higher level of learning than those that had experienced the traditional methods.  

Book – Haugen
The book ‘World History for Dummies’ (Peter Haugen, 2001) doesn’t actually discuss technology tools for teaching history, but it talks about history events in such a way, that it engages its reader immensely. It also has a link for a website (www.dummies.com) which students can interact with. My idea is that I could use this book and website to create a series of engaging lessons. The website not only relates to the book but many other books to do with education and has many useful tips for students in a variety of topics. 


Conference Paper – Dobozy
The paper discusses the lack of resources for history teaching in the past, and speaks about a virtual history module which engages the students with sequenced learning tasks and a selection of outside resources (a bit like our LMS). “One of the many attractive features of LAMS, as a learning design platform, is the possibility of seamless integration of external resources into the learning activity, making access easy and convenient for learners”(E. Dobozy, 2011)

Technology is undoubtedly a fantastic way to engage students, especially the future generations  that are being exposed to technology at such a young age. Technology has many exciting tools and resources for teaching history and I cannot wait until I am out there and implementing them. 
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